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If you study abroad, you're bound to
have an experience of a lifetime -

but one that comes at a cost. Some

of the world’s most popular study
destinations are also unfortunately
some of the most expensive. And no
matter where you choose to study, it's
likely that you'll need access to some
additional funding to help cover your
tuition fees and living expenses.

The good news is that a large number of scholarships
are available for international students of a variety of
backgrounds to help them study abroad. Funding is
often offered by the governments of countries which
are keen to attract more international students, as
well as by individual universities. Scholarships can
also be accessed via independent organizations; for
example, QS runs a popular i

,in
partnership with universities around the world.

Scholarships are, of course, highly coveted and highly
competitive. Since they don't need to be repaid,
theyre the most appealing form of financial aid,
but also often the most difficult to secure. To be
in with a chance, you need to start your research

early, persevere, and put in the time to ensure your
application is a strong one.

Read on for information about the types of
scholarship available, where to find relevant

scholarships to study abroad, and how to improve
your chances of success.
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Types of scholarship

With so many varieties, there's bound to be a scholarship opportunity out
there to match your needs. Here are the most common types of scholarship:

Merit-based scholarships

Merit-based scholarships are awarded to students who show an exceptional
talent in their subject. They recognize students’ academic achievements, such
as an impressive grade point average (GPA), or a high score in a standardized
test. Athletic scholarships are a subtype of these, and are most commonly
found in the US (they are rare or unheard of elsewhere). These are awarded
based on excellent sporting ability and can be quite competitive. You don't
have to be on a sports-related course to apply for athletic scholarships.

Need-based scholarships

Need-based scholarships are awarded based on an assessment of your own
financial situation, and that of your parents. They are intended to aid less-
fortunate students in following their academic dreams, and consider a range
of factors, including income and dependents.

Student-specific scholarships

These are scholarships which are offered for a particular group of students,
often aiming to provide additional support for an under-represented or
disadvantaged group. This includes scholarships for minority groups,
scholarships for women in male-dominated industries, and scholarships
for LGBTQ students.

Subject-specific scholarships

Many scholarships are also available within specific subjects, often centered
around a particular career path. Examples include medical scholarships,
business school scholarships and engineering scholarships.

University-specific scholarships

Many universities offer their own scholarships, often including a
combination of the types of scholarship listed above. Eligible students may
be automatically considered for these when they apply to the university,
or may need to submit a separate application.

Unusual scholarships

In addition to the main types of scholarship listed above, you may also
encounter some rather more unusual scholarships, which often require
applicants to complete a particular challenge. Examples include a duck-
calling contest, a competition for making prom dresses entirely out of
duct tape, and a contest for the best essay on the subject of copyright.




Where to look
for scholarships

To find scholarships you are eligible for, it is advised to
first look at the information provided by your chosen
university. Funding information will be listed on the
university's website or in the prospectus, and this is also
where you'll find the relevant contact information should
you have any questions about scholarship applications.

As well as university scholarships (funded by the
university), there may also be a range of external
scholarships you can apply for, such as government
scholarships or funding provided by organizations or
charities with an interest in higher education.

To look for these scholarships you can conduct a range
of online searches, use online scholarship databases,
and visit official government websites, which often

provide an easy platform through which to find
scholarships which match your profile.

Scroll down to page 10 for useful starting points

when searching for scholarships in some of the most
popular study destinations.




How tO

apply for
scholarships

In most cases, schools, governments and
external organizations will list their scholarship
opportunities online, alongside details of how
to apply. You'll usually be able to submit your
application online, along with supporting
documentation. In some cases, you may also be
able to apply by post.

You'll usually be able to submit your application online,
along with supporting documentation. In some cases,
may also be able to apply by post.

How do | know if | am eligible to apply?

You will know if you are eligible to apply for a
particular scholarship by reading the details
on the provider's website. Eligibility may
depend on nationality, the program you're
applying to, and other criteria.

In most cases, university scholarships are
only open to students who have already
been accepted to study a program at
that particular university. Government
scholarships  will usually have separate
schemes for domestic and international
students, so make sure you apply to the
right one.

Other common eligibility requirements
include good grades at prior level of
study, a degree from a reputed university
(for postgraduate scholarships), and
proficiency in the language of study.




When is the best time to apply?

Many study abroad scholarships have similar deadlines,
linked to the start dates of the academic year in the
relevant country. If your studies are due to commence in
fall (autumn), you'll often be able to apply for scholarships
up until the late summer months. If your program starts
in January, you'll often have until late in the fall to apply.
However, you should start searching and applying much
earlier than this, and always check the deadlines set by
each scholarship provider. Make yourself a schedule,
keep a calendar of key dates and start each application
in plenty of time, to avoid any missed deadlines or last-

minute panics.
Supporting documents

The materials required will vary depending on the
scholarship, but you'll often be asked to submit:

A transcript of grades
Letter(s) of recommendation
An essay on a given topic

For some need-based university scholarships in
the US, applicants will also be asked to submit a
'Free Application for Federal Student Aid' (FAFSA) to
establish whether they are in need of financial aid.

If you have any specific queries about applying for
scholarships, contact the scholarship provider using
the contact information on the official website.
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How to write a
scholarship essay

If you're asked to write a scholarship essay as part of your application, this is
your chance to convince the judging committee to choose you. Make sure your
essay follows the question or topic set, and use this opportunity to highlight
your academic achievements, ambitions, interests, and how these relate to
the program you are applying for.

You should:

1. Carefully read the essay statement you are being asked to respond
to, and identify the key themes.

2. Read the guidelines on how essays will be assessed, and remind
yourself of the overall criteria and ethos of the scholarship scheme.

3. Make a clear plan for your essay, which answers the essay
question and allows you to show how you match the criteria for
the scholarship.

4. Try to capture the reader’s interest with an engaging opening, and
ensure your essay is easy to read and memorable throughout.

5. Stick to the stated word count and any other guidelines provided.

6. Ask a friend or tutor to read the essay before you submit it, to
check for errors and identify any relevant information you've
missed out.

7. Submit the essay within the deadline, and take the time to create
a separate essay for each scholarship you're applying to - your
chances of success will be higher if your essay is closely matched
to the essay question and scholarship criteria.
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Tips for success

Search for as many opportunities as you can

There are plenty of scholarships out there; the tricky part is finding all the
opportunities that are relevant to you. Use a variety of online searches and
resources to create your own list of scholarships that match your profile.
Consult the websites of universities you're interested in, government agencies,
independent scholarship database sites, and other online listings. To stay
up to date, it can also be useful to join relevant social media groups, which

regularly post new information about scholarships for students in your own
location, demographic or subject area.

Manage your time well

Apply as early as you can, but don't rush your application. Time management
is especially critical if you're juggling multiple scholarship applications. Make
a calendar of all the deadlines and give yourself plenty of time to work on
each one, ensuring you submit all the required documents. Some of these
- such as academic transcripts or letters of recommendation - could take
several weeks to obtain, so start to gather everything as early as you can.

Pay close attention to the application essay topic

Once you've identified relevant scholarships to apply to, the next stage is
to ensure each scholarship application you write is well-targeted for the
opportunity in question. Don't be tempted to simply submit the same
application essay each time. Instead, ensure your essay is closely matched
to the topic, and makes reference to the specific criteria and aims of the

scholarship program in question. This is much more likely to impress the
scholarship committee.

Get someone else to read your application

As well as helping you identify typos or other errors, constructive feedback
can also help you ensure the essay is a good reflection of your strengths.
If you find it difficult to write about yourself, ask a friend or teacher what
they see as your best qualities and achievements. Make sure these are

highlighted in your essay, through examples and through the quality of
your writing.

Apply, apply, apply!

Finally, try and give yourself enough time to find and apply for as
many scholarships as possible, and be ready to persevere if your first
applications are unsuccessful. Most successful scholarship recipients

have to go through lots of unsuccessful applications before they finally
succeed, so don't let a few rejections deter you.
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Scholarships in
popular destinations

Below you'll find a selection of prominent scholarship schemes for international
studentsin the world's most popular study destinations. For more scholarships
to study abroad, visit our , including
scholarships to study in other regions and countries, subject-specific
scholarships, and funding for particular student groups.

TO STUDY IN THE US

* Fulbright Foreign Student Program - Fulbright offers government-funded
scholarships for graduate students, young professionals and artists to study
in the US for one year or more. Open to international students in all fields
excluding medicine.

For more scholarships to study abroad in the US,

g

Need-blind admission in the US

Need-blind admission means that a university will not consider your financial resources when deciding
whether or not to offer you a place. Although need-blind admission is usually only offered to home
students in the US, five US universities (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Harvard University,
Princeton University, Yale University and Amherst College) are need-blind to international students as well.
This means that applicants' finances are not considered during the admission process, and all successful
applicants receive sufficient financial aid to make attendance possible.

TO STUDY IN THE UK

* British Chevening Scholarships - UK scholarships for international
students funded by the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office and
partnered organizations. These scholarships provide full or part funding
for full-time graduate programs in any subject.

* Euraxess UK - Run by the British Council, Euraxess UK offer various
graduate research scholarships for international students around the
world.

For more scholarships to study abroad in the UK,


http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/scholarships-study-abroad
http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/international-scholarships-study-us
http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/scholarships-study-uk
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TO STUDY IN AUSTRALIA

* Australia Awards Scholarships - Scholarships to study in Australia at all

degree levels (bachelor’s, master’s, PhD), for students from selected countries
in the Asia-Pacific, Africa and the Middle East.

* Endeavour Postgraduate Scholarships for International Students -
Arange of merit-based international scholarships to study in Australia. Funded

by the Australian government and available to postgraduate students from
the Asia-Pacific, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas.

For more scholarships to study abroad in Australia, click here.
TO STUDY IN CANADA

* NSERC Postgraduate scholarships - Canadian government scholarships,
grants and awards available to outstanding students undertaking study in
the natural sciences or engineering at an accredited Canadian university.

* IDRC Research Awards - Canadian government scholarships for students

from developing countries to undertake a master’s or doctoral-level research
degree at a recognized Canadian university.

For more scholarships to study abroad in Canada, click here.

TO STUDY IN GERMANY

* DAAD Scholarships - The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

offers many scholarships for international students to study in Germany at
various degree levels.

* Erasmus+ - The largest provider of scholarships for international study
inthe EU, the Erasmus+ scheme is funded by the European Commission. It

provides grants towards living costs for those participating in an exchange
program to study in Europe.

For more scholarships to study abroad in Germany, click here.
TO STUDY IN FRANCE

+ Eiffel Scholarships - This government-funded scheme provides

scholarships for international students at master's and PhD level to study
in France at selected institutions.

* CNOUS and CROUS - The Centre National des (Euvres Universitaires et
Scolaires (CNOUS) and the Centres Régionaux des (Euvres Universitaires
(CROUS) provide bursaries for graduate-level students in France.

For more scholarships to study abroad in France and the rest of Europe,
click here.


http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/international-scholarships-study-australia
http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/scholarships-study-abroad
http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/scholarships-study-germany
http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/scholarships-study-europe

Frequently
asked
questions

WHAT ARE MY CHANCES OF GAINING
A SCHOLARSHIP?

Don't be fooled; scholarships are highly
competitive. After all, there are many students
around the world trying to get funding for their
studies. Although some scholarships depend
on outstanding academic records (‘merit-
based scholarships’), your chances of success
are often determined by the quality of your
application, and whether or not you are in
financial need.

There are a number of things you can do to
improve your chances of gaining a scholarship.
When applying for scholarships, you should
make sure to include all the documentation
requested, and dedicate plenty of time to
writing your application. In particular, it's
important to clearly communicate your
motivations for studying and explain how

gaining a scholarship will support your

ambitions. Stay within the deadlines and, most

importantly, show the scholarship providers

you have the potential to do great things!

CAN | APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP BEFORE
BEING ACCEPTED BY A UNIVERSITY?

If you're relying on scholarship funding
in order to be able to study, you should
let the university know of your situation.
Some universities offer only ‘fully funded’
places, meaning all applicants must have
sufficient funding in place. But many allow
you to apply to a program before gaining
scholarships, on the understanding that
you let them know as soon as possible if

v
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you have to reject the place due to lack of funding . If you
do not get the scholarship, you should still have time to
withdraw your university application or find an alternative
method of funding before the start of term.

WHAT ARE SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS AND HOW DO
| AVOID THEM?

A common way of identifying scholarship scams is to ask
yourself if the scholarship sounds simply too good to be
true. If the application process seems too easy, or if you
have to pay to apply, you should be wary. If a website
is offering a ‘guaranteed scholarship’, or you receive an
unsolicited email, you should be very skeptical.

Ifyou are worried about the authenticity ofa scholarship,
conduct an online search to see if there is any more
information online about the same scholarship. If there
is very little information, or the information provided is
somewhat vague or unclear, walk away!

To minimize your chances of being taken in by a scam,
stick to official websites belonging to universities,
governments and other reputed organizations.

Start your scholarship search

Ready to start searching for scholarships to study abroad? Find out
if you could be eligible for a , and explore our lists of


http://www.topuniversities.com/scholarships
http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/scholarship-advice/scholarships-study-abroad

