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THE UNIVERSITY 
OF AUCKLAND 
New Zealand’s leading research-led university

The University of Auckland 
is ranked 83rd in the top 
100 universities worldwide1, 
and is committed to 
sustainability and making 
a positive social impact 
through its research, 
teaching and knowledge 
transfer.

JULIE KHO 
Julie is from Malaysia and gained her PhD in Chemistry 
from the University of Auckland. She received a 
departmental scholarship for both her Bachelor of 
Science (Hons) and PhD degrees. 

“My area of research is in photonics – how light interacts 
with matter. The science of light is present in numerous 
natural processes and plays a vital role in our lives. So 
much of the technology we use today is powered by 
knowledge in photonics – the internet, mobile phones, 
GPS. During my PhD, I studied how complex molecules 
in solar cells absorb light, converting solar energy into 
chemical energy. In order to ‘see’ these extremely fast 
processes in time, I used ultrafast lasers, and the results 
we observed enabled us to design better molecules for 
solar energy harvesting.

“During my undergraduate degree, I was so inspired by 
a lecture from Professor Cather Simpson that I applied 
for a summer scholarship project with her at the Photon 
Factory. The experiences I had that summer were mind-
blowing – I observed how the perseverance of scientists 
can lead to successful experimental results, I got to 
work with a group of very smart researchers, and I got to 
build and use state-of-the-art lasers!

“ I have now taken a job in the technical 
industry in New Zealand, where I’m 
aiming to bring my skills and knowledge 
to the business world, to make scientific 
research have more impact in our lives.”
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Welcome: QS World University 
Rankings® Asia Region 2020

The methodology for the Asia ranking now 

comprises eleven indicators. Academic and 

employer reputation form the cornerstone of 

this ranking, amounting collectively to 50% of 

the overall scoring system. The status of the 

reputational indicators in our methodology 

reflect that in order to be considered a world-

class university (even at a regional level), you 

Welcome to this, the 11th edition of the 

QS World University Rankings: Asia. First 

launched back in 2009, this new 2020 edition 

has been extended once again and now 

features the continent’s top 550 universities.

Universities in Asia are becoming increasingly 

competitive on the global scale, with two 

Singaporean institutions hovering outside the 

top ten of our QS World University Rankings 

exercise, and a total of 12 appearing in the 

top 50. However, the Asia Ranking uses a 

different methodology, designed to capture 

the specific goals and missional imperatives 

facing the region’s universities.

This year, the methodology remains identical 

to that used for the 2019 edition, in which the 

International Research Network indicator was 

used for the first time. The metric combines 

research data from Elsevier’s Scopus database 

with an international dimension. This means 

that this year’s results are comparable to 

those of last year. 

Selina Griffin 
Rankings Manager 
QS Quacquarelli Symonds

Dennis Yu 
Rankings Analyst 
QS Quacquarelli Symonds





should be perceived as one by the world’s 

academics and employers. The importance of 

employer reputation is also of considerable 

worth both to QS and to students who value 

their university studies due to the career 

benefits they might provide. In contrast 

to the World University Rankings, the two 

reputational indicators are rebalanced in their 

total contribution to the methodology, so 

that 20% is attributed to Employer Reputation 

performance and 30% to Academic 

Reputation (as opposed to 10% and 40% in 

the overall World University Rankings).

The other nine indicators constituting 

this ranking’s methodology are: Faculty/

Student ratio, Papers per Faculty, Citations 

per Paper, Staff with PhD, proportion of 

International Faculty and proportion of 

International Students, outbound exchange 

students and inbound exchange students, 

and International Research Network. 

Detailed information about all of these 

indicators can be found in the Methodology 

section of this supplement.

We hope you enjoy the QS Asia 

University Rankings 2020.
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Travel anywhere in the world without leaving where you are
Forget your suitcase, passport, and toothbrush. You’re in New Zealand, while in real time a 3D virtual version of you 
is in a meeting in London, talking and working with others who are also beaming in from other locations around the 
globe. Or, you’re in a front-row seat in a stadium in Tokyo at the world’s biggest sporting event, without leaving home. 
Go places without travelling there.

At Victoria University of Wellington’s Computational Media Innovation Centre (CMIC), pioneering research into 
augmented virtual teleportation is removing the barriers of distance and expanding possibilities for business, 
tourism, filmmaking, and whatever else you can imagine. 

Here in Wellington, CMIC is a world leader in ideas that can define our future. That future isn’t about technology for 
its own sake, but how it can bring us together to enable creativity and collaboration. As we move to 5G technology, 
the everyday possibilities will open up even more. In a world without boundaries, who knows how far we can go?
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Overview: QS World University 
Rankings® Asia Region 2020

There is no secret to Singapore’s success 

in global higher education. It has invested 

huge sums of money, and it has made itself 

as open as possible to the world’s scholars, 

students and employers. NUS is seventh 

in Asia by proportion of international 

faculty numbers and 17th by proportion 

of international students. NTU is fifth 

and 18th for international faculty and 

students respectively.

However, this ranking will be viewed in a 

more sombre light by those in the other 

former tiger economies of Korea and Hong 

Kong. Korean universities show a persistent 

pattern of small falls this year, with Seoul 

National University (SNU) dropping out of 

the top ten. However, there are still seven 

Korean universities in our top 100. Its top 

institutions, KAIST, SNU, and Korea University, 

remain among Asia’s finest, in ninth, 11th and 

12th place respectively this year. 

The 2020 edition of the QS World University 

Rankings for Asia lists 550 institutions of 

higher education, hailing from 18 locations. 

But there is little doubt which inhabitants of 

this vast continent will be happiest with the 

results. The island state of Singapore, home 

to just 5.8 million people, has the two best 

universities in Asia.

Number one is the National University of 

Singapore. It dates back 115 years to 1905, 

and always features in the upper echelons 

in any Asian or world ranking. It is joined 

by Nanyang Technological University, up 

one place to second this year: in doing so, 

it regains some of the ground it lost in last 

year’s edition of the rankings. Founded only 

in 1981, NTU is a startling success story, and 

is, by some distance, the most successful 

new university in the world. We rank its even 

younger neighbour, Singapore Management 

University, in 76th place: an impressive 

result for a specialist institution set up 

as recently as 2000.

Martin Ince 
Writer & journalist in 
higher education & science
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Recent news coverage will have done little to 

enhance Hong Kong’s reputation for global 

openness and academic freedom. Hong 

Kong has three universities in our top ten, 

all a little less well-placed than in 2019. It is 

perhaps best to regard these shifts as normal 

annual variation rather than indicative of 

a severe problem, and the next four Hong 

Kong universities we list all improve on last 

year’s performance. 

The long-term effect of political change on 

Hong Kong’s universities is still to become 

apparent. However, there can be no doubt 

that mainland China remains the region’s 

dominant higher education system. It is home 

to 118 of our 550 ranked universities, ahead 

of Japan with 87. These include four top-

ten institutions: Tsinghua, Peking, Zhejiang 

and Fudan, in fourth to seventh positions 

consecutively and respectively. Most notably, 

Zhejiang University’s relentless rise shows 

no sign of stopping: it has jumped from 13th 

to 6th this year. It is worth noting, at this 

point, that five years ago only one university 

from Mainland China featured among Asia’s 

top ten. While universities around the world 

regard Mainland China as a prime source 

of international students, our figures show 

that it is also a growing destination for 

globally-mobile learners.

As in previous years, the contrast between 

China and the world’s other billion-strong 

nation, India, is a striking one. The top Indian 

institution in Asia is the Indian Institute of 

Technology Bombay: 34th this year. Seven 

Chinese universities outrank it. The top 

general university in India, Delhi, is down five 

places from last year, and now places 67th.

China remains the 
region’s dominant 

higher education system.
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How we did it

This Ranking is compiled according to 11 

indicators. They are chosen to capture 

both academic excellence, the boost 

that higher education institutions offer 

students in their working lives and in their 

personal development. 

QS’s unique global surveys of academic 

and employer opinion account for half the 

possible score in this ranking. These surveys 

now capture the opinion of over 135,000 

people. We ask academics what subjects 

they specialize in and which are the world’s 

top universities in these fields, and we ask 

employer what sort of graduates they hire 

and where they find the most hireable, 

competent ones. These surveys are the 

foundation stone of all QS rankings. 

Our next set of indicators examine whether 

universities are fulfilling their mission to 

generate new knowledge. We look at how 

many papers in research journals in the 

Scopus database appear per academic 

staff member; how often these papers are 

cited by other academics, and how much 

publishing they are doing in collaboration 

with colleagues from other countries.

The next set of indicators is concerned with 

the experience one might expect at one 

of Asia’s universities. First, we identify the 

percentage of faculty with a PhD, an accepted 

baseline hallmark of academic credibility. 

Then comes faculty/student ratio, a widely-

used proxy indicator of class sizes and how 

likely a student is to have good contact 

with their teachers.

Two further indicators are designed to show 

whether a university is globally-competitive 

by measuring the percentage of international 

faculty and students at each institution. If 

people are willing to cross time zones to 

study or teach there, we propose, perhaps 

the institution is doing something right.  In 

addition, these indicators inform possible 

applicants of how international their 

university campus might turn out to be.

The international orientation of Asian 

universities is also captured by our final 

two indicators, which measure international 

exchange students going both to and from 

each university. Incoming exchange students 

add to the global feel of the campus, while 

the chance of going on an international 

exchange is a powerful attraction for 

applicants as well as being a measure of the 

university’s international outlook.  
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For the QS Asia University Rankings 2020; 

the methodology remains unchanged from 

that used for the 2019 edition and uses 

eleven indicators to assess the performance 

of universities in Asia. 

This methodology differs from that used 

for the QS World University Rankings®. 

The unique approach of the regional 

rankings is based on feedback collected 

from the region, the expert identification 

of those factors of most importance to the 

region, and the availability of data. Like 

QS’s other rankings, it examines university 

performance according to four key 

missional components: teaching, research, 

employability and internationalization. This 

latest edition contains a new indicator that 

combines elements of both research and 

internationalization into one by examining 

the diversity of an institution’s international 

research collaborations.

Indicators

Methodology: QS World University 
Rankings® Asia Region 2020

Global Reputation
Academic Reputation 30%

Results are taken from the annual survey 

conducted by QS, which is designed to 

evaluate the perceptions of academics 

globally regarding the world’s best research 

institutions. For this 2020 edition, over 94,000 

responses were recorded.

Employer Reputation 20%

This indicator is derived from the annual 

QS Employer Survey, which aims to gather 

the views of employers around the world 

regarding the relative abilities of institutions 

to provide successful, employable graduates. 

For the 2020 edition, close to 45,000 

responses were analysed.

20% Employer Reputation
10% Faculty Student Ratio
10% Citations per Faculty

10% International research network
5% Papers per faculty

5% Staff with PhD
2.5% International Students

2.5% International Faculty 
2.5% Inbound Exchange

2.5% Outbound Exchange

30% Academic Reputation
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Research
Citations per Papers 10%  

/ Papers per Faculty 5%

For the regional rankings, we take a slightly 

different approach to that seen in the QS 

World University Rankings®. We use two 

indicators to evaluate the dual dimensions 

of productivity - in the form of Papers per 

Faculty (which has this year been reduced 

from 10% to 5% in order to accommodate 

International Research Network) - and 

impact, in the shape of Citations per Paper. 

As with the QS World University Rankings®, 

we are using a publications window of papers 

published between 2013-2017 and a six-year 

citation window from 2013-2018. 

These indicators are calculated using data 

acquired from Elsevier’s Scopus database. 

Furthermore, only those institutions 

producing more than 150 papers in the last 

five years are evaluated in the Citations 

per Faculty indicator. The rest of the data 

is treated in the same way as for the QS 

World University Rankings®: self-citations 

are excluded from the analysis, the paper 

and citations data are normalized, ensuring 

the citations achieved in each of the five 

broad faculty areas are weighted equally 

and a variable affiliation cap is in place to 

exclude any anomalous results where a 

paper has an extraordinarily high number of 

affiliations for its field.

International Research Network 10% 

Using Scopus data and the same publishing 

window as the rest of the research indicators, 

this new indicator first appeared in QS’s 

Latin America University Rankings and has 

since been incorporated into the other 

regional exercises. The indicator uses the 

Margalef Index to assess the degree of 

international diversity in terms of research 

collaboration for each evaluated institution. 

This indicator uniquely combines research 

with internationalization to offer insight into 

the extent to which a university’s research 

activities are global.

Teaching Commitment
Student to Faculty Ratio 10%

This is the ratio between the number of 

academic staff and number of students. A 

higher number of teachers per student is 

perceived by QS as indirect indicator of the 

commitment of that institution to high-quality 

teaching, acknowledging that class sizes are 

a well-established precondition of improved 

attainment outcomes. The weighting for 

this indicator has been reduced from 15% in 

previous editions to 10% to accommodate the 

International Research Network indicator.
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Staff with PhD 5%

The Staff with PhD is a proxy measure for 

teaching quality. It reflects a university’s 

commitment to ensuring that they are 

acquiring faculty members with expertise 

in their field – a commitment that can be 

expected to lead to improved research 

and teaching alike. 

These two indicators in tandem measure 

a university’s commitment to facilitating 

high-quality interaction between 

teachers and students.

Internationalization
International Faculty 2.5%

The international Faculty Index simply 

measures the proportion of faculty members 

that are international. It is a proxy measure 

for how internationally-attractive the 

university is to academic staff. Universities 

based in locations known for attracting high 

proportions of expatriates perform well here, 

such as those in Hong Kong and Singapore

International Students 2.5%

Similar in nature to the International Faculty 

Index, the International Students Index is 

based on the proportion of students that 

are international. It is a proxy measure for 

how internationally attractive the university 

is to students. Attracting international 

faculty and students can be challenging 

for institutions that are more nationally 

or regionally focused.

Inbound Exchange Students 2.5% 

Outbound Exchange Students 2.5%

Uniquely among QS’s rankings, the 

proportion of inbound and outbound 

exchange students is measured, assessing 

via proxy the quality of a university’s 

international outreach attempts. 

Both metrics account for 2.5% of an 

institution’s final score. In the same vein, 

QS note that places at the world’s top 

universities are coveted by academics and 

students alike across the globe, and that 

internationalisation allows a university to 

choose between the world’s best. 
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East Asia is the region with the largest number of institutions featuring in the 2020 QS World University
Rankings: Asia (324), representing 58.2% of all the institutions considered. South Asia follows with 137
(25.7%) and South East Asia with 89 (16.2%).

In the 2020 edition, a total of 65 institutions made their first appearance in the rankings. India provided
the largest numbers with 20 new entrants.
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RANKINGS INDICATORS: CORRELATION ANALYSIS

Academic
Reputation

Employer
Reputation

Faculty
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PhD
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Paper
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International
Research
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International
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Inbound
Exchange
Students

Outbound
Exchange
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FACTORS AFFECTING THE EFFECTIVE COMBINING OF INDICATORS

This chart presents the overall performance of the institutions that scored 100 points in each indicator. The line represents the average
OVERALL rank of the cohort, and the orange bar presents the range of the MAX and MIN of the OVERALL rank.

Count of Max Overall Rank of Max (Lowest - Highest)

Academic Reputation

Employer Reputation

Faculty Student

Staff with PhD

Citations per Paper

Papers per Faculty

International Research

International Faculty

International Student

Inbound Exchange

Outbound Exchange

The chart above presents the correlation between each indicator and the overall results.

Academic and Employer Reputation are key indexes for the top 100 institutions overall. The internationalization metrics and the
student-to-faculty ratio have an increased relevance for those institutions placed in the 300-450 performance bracket.

————  Average Overall Rank of Max
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The plot offers an analysis of the year on year swing for the top 550 universities. The size of each bubble
represents the rank movement while its position depicts the proportional change.

As expected, those institutions in the upper section of the table tend to present a more stable performance,
with smaller year on year swings. Reflecting the expansion and coverage of the rankings, the movements are
larger in the lower echelons of the ranking. This is testament to an increasingly competitive global higher
education environment.
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Mehran University of Engineering & Technology

Nanyang Technological University (NTU)

National Taipei University of Technology Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (UMT)

Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU)

Management and Science University

Nagaoka University of Technology

Parahyangan Catholic University

Harbin Engineering University

China University of Petroleum

Kangwon National University

Universiti Teknologi Brunei

University of Da Nang

Shenzhen University

Yanshan University

Zhejiang University

Sunway University

Kochi University

UCSI University

Sojo University
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View the full rankings on TopUniversities.com
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1 1 NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE (NUS) SG 100.0 100.0 95.4 97.3 71.3 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.4 100.0 100.0 100.0
2 3= NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY (NTU) SG 99.6 99.7 98.1 67.1 75.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.4 100.0 100.0 98.8
3 2 UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG (HKU) HK 100.0 98.0 94.7 96.3 60.8 97.1 99.4 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 98.6
4 3= TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY CN 100.0 100.0 97.5 95.4 92.7 96.8 98.1 98.9 78.3 60.6 69.3 98.3
5 5 PEKING UNIVERSITY CN 100.0 100.0 84.2 80.3 83.5 98.7 99.5 99.2 87.9 78.8 99.9 97.6
6 13 ZHEJIANG UNIVERSITY CN 92.2 98.8 87.9 97.2 86.1 92.6 99.6 100.0 94.2 100.0 100.0 96.4
7 6 FUDAN UNIVERSITY CN 98.3 99.8 94.3 64.3 65.3 99.6 93.7 100.0 89.2 98.7 98.1 96.3

8 7 THE HONG KONG UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY (HKUST) HK 98.5 94.8 72.6 88.5 81.4 100.0 88.5 100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0 95.1

9 8 KAIST - KOREA ADVANCED INSTITUTE OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY KR 98.4 95.9 85.4 100.0 99.5 98.7 90.2 68.3 38.7 91.4 67.6 94.7

10 9 THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
(CUHK) HK 99.1 90.5 80.2 73.0 64.8 99.4 97.5 100.0 99.9 100.0 96.5 94.3

11 10 SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY (SNU) KR 99.9 99.4 95.2 89.7 82.8 94.0 97.3 55.0 43.9 67.0 40.6 94.2
12 12 KOREA UNIVERSITY KR 93.4 98.5 92.2 96.0 54.6 94.1 99.0 45.3 90.7 99.9 98.8 94.1

13= 11 THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO JP 100.0 100.0 97.9 89.5 92.7 86.4 100.0 33.9 73.2 40.3 34.6 94.0
13= 19= UNIVERSITI MALAYA (UM) MY 89.7 94.4 96.6 84.4 69.2 90.7 100.0 98.0 96.1 100.0 99.7 94.0
15 14 KYOTO UNIVERSITY JP 100.0 99.6 98.7 97.2 83.3 86.9 100.0 47.1 57.9 32.6 9.9 93.1
16 15 SUNGKYUNKWAN UNIVERSITY KR 86.5 96.2 93.8 100.0 61.0 98.9 93.5 59.6 83.9 100.0 98.4 92.3

17= 19= SHANGHAI JIAO TONG UNIVERSITY CN 97.1 99.7 66.8 57.6 90.2 88.4 99.3 99.9 60.5 68.6 84.0 91.6
17= 18 TOKYO INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY JP 95.8 98.0 94.1 90.6 96.4 64.7 97.8 75.9 78.6 72.5 26.4 91.6
19 21 CITY UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG HK 86.9 76.3 96.1 84.6 88.0 99.9 97.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 91.2
20 22 NATIONAL TAIWAN UNIVERSITY (NTU) TW 99.4 97.8 53.9 83.0 85.5 89.2 98.9 58.6 73.9 77.4 69.8 90.9
21 17 YONSEI UNIVERSITY KR 89.5 97.0 93.4 93.0 54.9 86.4 90.9 46.0 81.6 100.0 92.2 90.6
22 16 OSAKA UNIVERSITY JP 97.5 93.9 90.3 86.9 85.2 70.0 99.4 63.2 50.4 48.5 74.0 90.4
23 23 TOHOKU UNIVERSITY JP 93.5 89.9 99.7 94.1 82.6 69.1 99.3 38.6 58.2 49.4 9.8 87.4
24 25 HANYANG UNIVERSITY KR 73.4 93.7 88.0 96.8 52.5 89.9 93.7 67.6 83.3 99.2 99.6 85.9
25 31 THE HONG KONG POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY HK 88.5 78.4 85.6 5.1 58.4 98.7 95.5 100.0 99.3 87.0 69.8 84.0

26 24 POHANG UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY (POSTECH) KR 71.2 77.2 100.0 100.0 99.2 99.9 72.5 81.8 14.1 93.7 98.0 82.9

27 28 UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
OF CHINA CN 84.9 62.2 90.8 94.2 98.2 99.9 91.7 49.7 23.0 38.5 94.0 82.6

28 26= NAGOYA UNIVERSITY JP 89.3 75.8 96.6 87.3 77.6 65.8 97.6 51.6 65.4 49.9 14.5 82.4
29 29 HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY JP 86.0 84.8 93.0 96.9 71.6 69.0 98.4 56.9 52.2 17.5 5.2 82.2
30 30 KYUSHU UNIVERSITY JP 85.4 85.6 93.8 93.6 73.5 61.6 98.7 53.6 65.7 24.7 6.9 82.0
31 26= NANJING UNIVERSITY CN 88.1 67.6 40.9 58.4 89.1 99.5 96.6 98.9 41.9 99.5 77.7 80.6
32 32 NATIONAL TSING HUA UNIVERSITY TW 77.4 87.9 41.5 94.0 83.8 95.5 87.2 68.6 59.0 78.0 40.4 79.9
33 34= UNIVERSITI PUTRA MALAYSIA (UPM) MY 71.4 77.3 84.9 99.2 60.4 46.5 99.8 97.0 99.6 100.0 99.8 79.5

34 33 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BOMBAY 
(IITB) IN 83.9 94.7 58.1 94.4 91.9 69.1 83.2 9.3 4.4 11.0 12.9 77.0

35 37= NATIONAL CHENG KUNG UNIVERSITY TW 70.3 82.3 54.6 87.2 76.3 73.3 93.7 51.6 73.5 58.4 59.0 75.5
36 34= WUHAN UNIVERSITY CN 69.4 84.4 29.0 81.4 75.4 86.6 98.2 93.9 40.6 45.6 94.1 75.3
37 43 UNIVERSITI SAINS MALAYSIA (USM) MY 76.3 83.0 86.2 44.4 50.0 50.3 99.9 84.2 87.2 46.9 2.7 74.9
38 36 WASEDA UNIVERSITY JP 86.6 98.8 42.3 7.0 21.8 50.9 93.9 77.3 84.2 57.7 74.8 74.8
39 41 UNIVERSITI KEBANGSAAN MALAYSIA (UKM) MY 77.0 77.8 95.1 13.7 47.5 31.9 99.6 64.9 86.8 81.5 78.9 73.7
40 37= KYUNG HEE UNIVERSITY KR 52.4 67.0 94.9 93.2 32.1 91.1 95.1 45.0 85.6 100.0 100.0 73.3
41 42 KEIO UNIVERSITY JP 82.6 96.7 76.5 1.1 26.6 47.9 83.2 41.2 48.0 55.7 29.6 72.1
42 39 SUN YAT-SEN UNIVERSITY CN 66.8 69.1 62.4 97.0 47.4 96.4 98.2 34.8 30.3 7.3 63.9 71.7

43 40 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY DELHI 
(IITD) IN 78.0 91.3 31.1 100.0 99.6 67.3 77.2 8.8 4.0 4.4 8.1 71.3

44 45 NATIONAL CHIAO TUNG UNIVERSITY TW 56.1 80.0 58.4 94.4 92.9 66.0 73.1 73.6 81.7 79.3 76.1 71.2
45 44 CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY TH 89.1 87.4 34.0 69.1 24.5 47.2 96.6 35.3 9.0 45.2 30.1 71.1
46 47 UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA (UTM) MY 58.7 77.7 85.0 32.3 69.6 49.7 99.8 70.9 94.9 66.9 45.5 70.1

47 49 NATIONAL TAIWAN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY TW 50.7 64.8 77.1 36.9 70.6 88.4 83.8 65.5 83.7 97.4 73.6 67.9

48 52 MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY TH 68.1 67.3 74.5 75.3 16.5 58.8 88.4 27.9 23.8 74.7 45.2 66.3
49 46 UNIVERSITY OF TSUKUBA JP 66.3 36.8 82.5 86.6 59.8 52.8 97.8 47.5 78.6 69.0 81.2 66.1

50 48 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY MADRAS 
(IITM) IN 65.1 81.4 37.1 100.0 97.4 51.6 77.4 9.1 4.3 31.2 18.9 65.2
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1,496,116
ACADEMIC

NOMINATIONS
+19%

149
LOCATIONS
FEATURED

There has been an increase
of almost 5% in the number
of institutions nominated
by academics globally.
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RECEIVED ACADEMIC NOMINATIONS: DISTRIBUTION BY LOCATION

ACADEMIC REPUTATION

International Domestic

94,672
ACADEMIC

RESPONDENTS
+12%

20
20
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4,983

4,764

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS NOMINATED BY ACADEMICS
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51 50= INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE (IISC) 
BANGALORE IN 64.8 42.7 66.3 100.0 100.0 85.6 89.5 2.7 5.5 63.6

52 50= EWHA WOMANS UNIVERSITY KR 46.7 43.3 91.9 97.9 22.4 93.0 71.1 32.2 85.2 98.3 96.3 63.4
53 56 BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY CN 70.0 34.8 43.3 63.2 75.6 87.8 94.1 65.1 81.0 13.2 22.1 63.2
54 54 TONGJI UNIVERSITY CN 60.2 29.6 34.8 67.0 92.9 72.5 95.3 100.0 75.5 97.4 100.0 62.8
55 55 XI’AN JIAOTONG UNIVERSITY CN 51.6 62.1 56.1 14.2 87.5 78.6 96.0 43.7 43.1 40.3 84.8 62.6

56 53 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
KHARAGPUR (IITKGP) IN 55.1 76.2 28.9 100.0 99.3 69.6 87.5 15.7 1.5 1.3 16.8 62.5

57 58 RENMIN (PEOPLE’S) UNIVERSITY OF CHINA CN 53.1 69.1 40.1 89.8 14.8 90.6 71.4 25.5 22.2 28.2 74.6 60.2
58 65 HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY (HKBU) HK 38.7 41.3 53.4 63.6 56.6 99.6 76.1 100.0 99.9 95.2 96.5 59.8

59= 63 NATIONAL CENTRAL UNIVERSITY TW 48.9 48.7 43.0 96.2 76.6 65.1 80.0 58.5 63.5 78.9 31.2 58.9
59= 57 UNIVERSITY OF INDONESIA ID 68.8 81.4 55.6 1.7 8.0 5.5 62.5 100.0 20.1 99.3 99.1 58.9
61 67 NATIONAL TAIWAN NORMAL UNIVERSITY TW 55.5 32.9 82.9 60.0 26.0 67.4 70.2 45.0 94.5 94.7 72.0 58.4

62 64 HUAZHONG UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CN 43.3 55.0 23.2 80.7 90.8 90.1 96.1 38.6 26.7 11.5 62.2 58.2

63 68 NATIONAL SUN YAT-SEN UNIVERSITY TW 50.9 48.6 47.6 100.0 79.7 62.5 58.2 46.4 33.7 98.3 53.3 57.8
64 59 KOBE UNIVERSITY JP 52.4 60.6 71.5 53.2 46.9 44.6 87.4 31.2 35.2 31.6 13.9 57.2

65 61 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY KANPUR 
(IITK) IN 60.2 67.0 18.9 100.0 99.9 61.9 59.2 4.1 3.0 4.9 5.1 57.0

66 73 BANDUNG INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (ITB) ID 68.1 74.9 60.8 63.8 22.4 7.2 57.1 93.7 4.1 13.1 28.2 56.9
67 62 UNIVERSITY OF DELHI IN 66.0 79.2 17.3 14.6 40.0 60.1 89.3 3.3 5.4 4.5 2.7 56.6

68= 69 CHUNG-ANG UNIVERSITY KR 33.4 51.4 88.1 94.4 25.6 68.8 47.0 48.7 77.7 96.0 95.3 55.8
68= 60 SOGANG UNIVERSITY KR 42.3 68.9 64.9 57.2 31.1 67.0 46.0 35.9 60.0 86.4 57.3 55.8
70 74 UNIVERSITAS GADJAH MADA ID 71.0 71.8 62.9 1.0 5.3 5.7 57.0 89.0 8.8 83.1 56.9 55.6
71 70= HARBIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY CN 47.8 22.9 65.7 74.4 98.2 72.7 97.3 33.0 38.5 17.2 40.2 55.5
72 72 UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES PH 62.2 77.2 75.0 1.0 5.5 25.3 90.5 3.7 3.7 2.0 4.9 55.0
73 66 NANKAI UNIVERSITY CN 48.7 17.4 37.7 94.3 62.5 100.0 80.9 76.3 31.6 31.0 79.9 54.4

74= 70= HIROSHIMA UNIVERSITY JP 51.6 28.9 92.8 43.5 43.1 52.1 95.2 41.6 57.0 12.4 5.6 53.6
74= 80 TAIPEI MEDICAL UNIVERSITY TW 24.7 35.0 94.6 98.3 47.0 73.9 59.2 61.3 60.6 100.0 99.8 53.6
76 78 SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY SG 32.7 58.5 20.9 14.9 33.5 98.5 59.5 100.0 98.4 100.0 100.0 52.9
77 84= NATIONAL CHENGCHI UNIVERSITY TW 44.3 64.9 38.8 99.4 14.4 47.7 25.9 38.7 92.1 99.8 98.9 52.5

78= 82 SHANGHAI UNIVERSITY CN 53.0 20.3 68.1 54.5 41.6 67.3 79.9 90.0 20.9 60.9 20.8 52.2
78= 75 XIAMEN UNIVERSITY CN 52.0 13.1 37.9 60.0 56.8 98.4 86.6 22.7 18.7 91.8 58.3 52.2
80 76 PUSAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 44.4 37.2 49.4 97.9 52.0 64.9 79.7 36.7 37.4 26.7 32.7 52.1
81 77 HITOTSUBASHI UNIVERSITY JP 46.8 93.0 46.8 30.6 12.4 35.8 8.6 73.8 65.7 74.2 64.6 51.9

82 99 UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI PETRONAS 
(PETRONAS) MY 25.9 59.1 45.1 56.8 82.1 21.4 86.1 99.9 82.8 70.0 86.9 51.3

83= 87 NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCES AND 
TECHNOLOGY (NUST) ISLAMABAD PK 37.4 74.5 87.6 1.2 25.7 50.3 77.7 10.3 21.8 13.1 51.2

83= 89 SHANDONG UNIVERSITY CN 38.4 30.6 41.8 78.0 87.1 83.4 85.6 28.5 22.1 45.7 29.9 51.2
85 83 TIANJIN UNIVERSITY CN 40.5 11.5 30.9 92.2 94.1 85.0 86.3 29.6 19.7 96.4 90.6 50.9
86 100 UNIVERSITI BRUNEI DARUSSALAM (UBD) BN 28.8 21.4 98.6 75.4 23.8 36.9 78.7 100.0 98.2 100.0 100.0 50.3
87 81 EAST CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY CN 31.4 10.5 42.0 66.0 47.2 93.8 90.1 96.9 78.5 100.0 88.0 49.9
88 88 BEIJING INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY CN 46.3 22.0 45.9 75.0 90.5 61.1 72.7 14.5 33.7 29.2 76.3 49.4

89 84= HUFS – HANKUK (KOREA) UNIVERSITY OF 
FOREIGN STUDIES KR 30.2 49.8 91.9 87.2 5.1 33.3 26.2 86.9 88.2 100.0 100.0 49.2

90 86 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ROORKEE 
(IITR) IN 33.2 48.9 15.7 100.0 99.9 79.6 84.3 11.3 1.2 3.8 49.1

91= 90 SEJONG UNIVERSITY KR 25.0 48.4 29.0 79.0 43.0 82.5 71.9 64.6 62.2 57.5 61.8 48.8
91= 104 SICHUAN UNIVERSITY CN 41.0 15.5 35.8 83.6 70.5 77.9 86.8 64.8 28.8 33.1 60.2 48.8
93= 94 KONKUK UNIVERSITY KR 22.6 34.5 72.3 63.9 30.4 77.9 80.0 36.6 55.1 68.3 90.6 48.7
93= 98 UNIVERSITY OF MACAU MO 28.0 20.5 32.4 81.0 74.8 86.9 84.8 100.0 100.0 30.0 48.7 48.7
95= 79 JILIN UNIVERSITY CN 38.7 35.4 66.2 22.0 44.2 89.7 78.6 41.9 11.2 3.0 26.1 48.5

95= 114 NATIONAL TAIPEI UNIVERSITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY TW 24.5 47.4 49.3 100.0 71.4 63.5 47.0 70.3 60.8 50.8 61.8 48.5

97 91= DONGGUK UNIVERSITY KR 26.4 22.9 91.4 62.9 19.7 74.1 60.6 43.2 83.6 93.1 99.8 48.2
98 91= NATIONAL YANG MING UNIVERSITY TW 33.9 44.1 100.0 14.4 64.8 77.5 46.9 17.3 31.1 6.0 5.0 47.9

99 93 GWANGJU INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY (GIST) KR 26.6 13.0 47.9 100.0 100.0 93.3 77.4 31.1 28.9 98.8 47.4

100 96= CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY TH 57.4 52.8 23.5 58.7 19.4 28.4 78.2 16.2 14.2 17.7 9.1 47.1
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RECEIVED EMPLOYER NOMINATIONS: DISTRIBUTION BY LOCATION

The US, Europe and Australia dominate
the Employer Reputation indicator, with
particular success in the attraction of
international nominations. China, India
and Russia are also showcasing solid
results but with stronger focus on their
national markets.

EMPLOYER REPUTATION

239,131
EMPLOYER

NOMINATIONS
+20%

148
LOCATIONS
FEATURED

International Domestic

44,884
EMPLOYER

RESPONDENTS
+5%
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4,347

4,063

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS NOMINATED BY ACADEMICS
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101 105 NATIONAL CHUNG HSING UNIVERSITY TW 32.7 36.2 38.5 95.8 57.7 68.9 53.5 28.2 30.8 67.3 36.6 45.8
102 103 KYUNGPOOK NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 32.7 32.8 57.7 66.3 41.5 60.4 83.3 20.4 21.0 28.2 39.5 45.6
103 96= CHONBUK NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 27.4 13.0 71.8 53.5 37.9 79.6 85.4 22.0 32.5 65.2 87.8 45.2
104 101 BEIHANG UNIVERSITY CN 36.6 19.4 40.7 72.2 97.0 52.8 84.9 31.2 27.4 25.5 36.8 45.1
105 102 TOKYO MEDICAL AND DENTAL UNIVERSITY JP 28.1 16.4 100.0 87.1 48.9 71.2 59.2 9.9 56.2 8.9 18.7 44.8
106 112= SOUTHEAST UNIVERSITY CN 30.2 12.7 53.4 79.7 86.4 74.2 92.9 26.6 23.1 3.8 21.3 44.7
107 108 THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY TH 47.0 68.5 39.1 28.9 7.6 23.0 41.8 54.2 5.6 42.9 41.9 44.5
108 116 TOKYO METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY JP 32.2 14.0 46.4 65.0 54.0 78.3 81.1 24.0 26.5 80.9 49.5 44.4
109 135= TAYLOR’S UNIVERSITY MY 28.1 68.3 63.4 1.3 12.1 30.3 26.2 97.1 99.5 57.4 86.0 44.2

110 95 LAHORE UNIVERSITY OF MANAGEMENT 
SCIENCES (LUMS) PK 33.5 74.1 28.2 24.7 21.5 59.2 55.7 35.4 1.5 5.0 9.0 43.7

111 109 QUAID-I-AZAM UNIVERSITY PK 33.8 39.5 3.7 26.8 98.6 80.7 94.7 9.5 3.7 2.6 3.5 43.6

112 107 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
GUWAHATI (IITG) IN 29.0 40.9 25.1 100.0 98.8 64.6 62.0 3.8 12.4 8.2 43.5

113 123 LINGNAN UNIVERSITY (HONG KONG) HK 18.5 25.0 37.6 95.5 38.6 78.4 35.2 100.0 92.0 100.0 100.0 43.1
114= 106 UNIVERSITY OF HYDERABAD IN 27.4 17.2 74.2 99.1 80.1 68.3 62.5 6.0 13.4 42.5

114= 120 UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
BEIJING CN 40.6 16.3 22.8 73.5 98.6 57.9 72.5 12.9 16.3 10.9 50.6 42.5

116= 110 CHIBA UNIVERSITY JP 33.2 15.9 89.9 39.5 42.9 48.3 87.9 26.1 24.5 9.9 6.3 42.4
116= 128= UNIVERSITI UTARA MALAYSIA (UUM) MY 29.5 40.7 47.3 68.1 35.6 7.4 56.8 72.8 98.9 99.6 57.7 42.4
118 112= UNIVERSITY OF SEOUL KR 32.0 27.3 50.5 81.0 27.0 57.6 43.1 22.8 24.6 86.9 90.1 42.0
119 137= UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM) MY 39.8 70.1 28.8 1.2 22.2 8.6 86.2 7.3 4.7 41.0 11.0 41.9
120 118 SOUTH CHINA UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY CN 29.3 13.0 25.1 53.9 88.7 95.5 81.5 37.0 21.5 4.7 20.3 41.7
121 119 INHA UNIVERSITY KR 15.9 26.5 88.8 3.7 29.3 77.7 74.4 23.0 35.5 43.7 89.4 41.4
122 178= UCSI UNIVERSITY MY 16.9 49.6 70.8 1.0 8.0 72.4 42.5 88.1 99.5 43.0 6.1 40.8

123 121 TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
TECHNOLOGY JP 29.7 14.8 26.2 98.4 97.6 42.7 84.3 12.4 29.9 38.6 23.0 40.4

124 115 ATENEO DE MANILA UNIVERSITY PH 41.9 64.9 45.9 1.0 6.4 20.6 33.3 18.5 21.4 39.6 61.8 40.3
125 122 CHONNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 23.7 11.8 46.8 95.0 45.9 79.7 72.9 25.3 34.6 23.2 34.5 40.2

126 117 EAST CHINA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CN 22.2 7.8 28.7 70.3 79.7 98.2 80.9 5.9 8.9 49.1 29.9 39.7

127 130= KASETSART UNIVERSITY TH 48.8 46.1 8.7 35.1 11.8 32.3 73.4 25.2 4.3 10.0 6.1 39.6
128 124= UNIVERSITY OF ULSAN KR 16.4 7.8 80.4 64.3 54.1 88.3 70.2 11.8 21.5 22.0 26.1 39.1
129 128= KANAZAWA UNIVERSITY JP 21.5 10.2 76.2 86.3 46.3 54.7 69.3 27.4 33.8 44.4 8.1 38.8
130 126 DALIAN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY CN 24.7 6.8 23.6 73.2 90.6 83.3 77.6 36.1 14.9 11.7 24.1 38.4
131 164 NORTHWESTERN POLYTECHNICAL UNIVERSITY CN 12.3 7.2 63.4 79.9 74.0 43.8 85.6 74.0 24.4 49.2 59.3 38.1
132 130= BOGOR AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY ID 39.6 41.8 48.0 39.8 6.8 6.9 52.1 88.4 6.2 30.7 34.6 38.0
133 139 BEIJING JIAOTONG UNIVERSITY CN 29.6 14.7 31.8 65.2 71.7 33.8 72.7 20.9 46.6 10.3 90.6 37.5
134 188= UNIVERSITI MALAYSIA PAHANG (UMP) MY 19.9 26.7 25.1 66.3 43.1 41.9 73.2 90.4 41.2 51.4 51.1 37.4
135 127 UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA BD 33.9 54.5 24.6 1.0 7.2 37.1 85.3 4.5 1.5 7.2 2.8 37.3
136 137= JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY IN 30.8 17.8 24.8 53.3 93.5 44.7 92.3 3.4 1.8 37.2

137= 188= SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CN 5.5 1.3 100.0 100.0 22.1 99.4 57.0 84.9 3.1 3.1 14.4 37.1

137= 181= UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI BRUNEI BN 21.5 22.8 93.6 8.6 16.9 53.1 22.6 100.0 56.7 26.6 99.9 37.1
139 134 UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA IN 36.2 27.9 7.0 100.0 64.2 32.8 72.8 6.1 4.3 36.9

140 143 INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY 
MALAYSIA (IIUM) MY 33.6 41.0 28.8 5.5 21.8 10.0 78.5 74.5 98.7 8.4 5.8 36.8

141 163 RITSUMEIKAN UNIVERSITY JP 28.3 67.6 15.7 13.3 16.6 19.7 44.5 74.6 44.9 21.4 38.6 36.7
142 133 TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE JP 26.3 38.5 21.6 47.0 55.8 51.3 57.1 48.9 11.3 2.2 3.2 36.1

143= 140 NAGASAKI UNIVERSITY JP 16.6 6.4 92.9 43.7 30.9 43.3 63.7 28.1 24.7 84.3 75.3 36.0
143= 148= OSAKA CITY UNIVERSITY JP 25.1 13.3 83.5 26.7 34.1 54.8 56.0 19.0 17.9 64.4 4.0 36.0

143= 144 VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY - HO CHI 
MINH CITY (VNU-HCM) VN 42.9 42.1 21.5 1.0 2.6 51.9 51.1 11.7 2.8 35.3 3.4 36.0

146 153= KING MONGKUT’S UNIVERSITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY THONBURI TH 29.1 39.0 26.1 21.2 24.6 57.8 66.0 28.5 6.2 14.0 5.3 35.9

147 124= VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, HANOI VN 33.7 34.4 29.6 5.4 5.0 55.2 62.3 34.3 6.1 44.1 28.3 35.8
148= 151= JINAN UNIVERSITY (CHINA) CN 12.5 4.4 20.2 36.4 63.7 81.8 82.9 95.3 99.9 33.0 44.1 35.7
148= 156= PRINCE OF SONGKLA UNIVERSITY TH 39.1 23.8 22.4 29.4 12.1 39.4 82.2 18.7 8.1 12.2 41.1 35.7
148= 148= SOOCHOW UNIVERSITY CN 14.9 6.5 40.6 19.6 55.1 99.5 94.6 28.0 14.3 3.4 33.5 35.7
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WHERE DOES EACH LOCATION'S TOP INSTITUTION RANK THIS YEAR?

The Top 300 table has recorded more locations covered in 2020's edition of QS ASIA Rankings. The gap of the
leading stengths in each country or territory has been closing. This is also the first time an institution in
Mongolia has secured a seat in the regional table.
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MOSCOW 
STATE 
UNIVERSITY
 Established on 
 January 25, 1755 

 FACULTIES 
 AND SCHOOLS 43

15  RESEARCH 
 INSTITUTES 

7  CAMPUSES 
 OUTSIDE RUSSIA 

11  NOBEL 
 LAUREATS 

536  EDUCATIONAL 
 PROGRAMMES 

6  FIELDS 
 MEDALISTS 

 Key research priorities 
•   Information technologies 

and supercomputing
•   Structure of matter and space
•   Aerospace technologies 

and satellite systems
•   Interdisciplinary human 

and life research
•   Renewable energy 

and energy effi ciency
•   Nanomaterials 

and bionanosystems
•   Sustainable nature 

and regional development
•   Ethics, language, and culture 

for social development

1ST IN RUSSIA 
IN ALL RANKINGS

1ST IN QS EECA RANKINGS

6TH IN QS BRICS RANKINGS

21ST IN NATURAL SCIENCES

23RD IN LINGUISTICS

26TH IN PHYSICS & 
ASTRONOMY

33RD IN MODERN 
LANGUAGES

34TH IN MATHEMATICS

48TH IN COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 

& INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS
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UNIVERSITY 

RANKINGS
BY SUBJECT

725
 PARTNER 

 UNIVERSITIES 
 AND RESEARCH 
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IN 84 COUNTRIES 

ON 5 CONTINENTS

84
 IN QS WORLD 

 UNIVERSITY 
 RANKINGS 

 (2020) 

1 LENINSKIE GORY, MOSCOW, RUSSIA
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151 135= COMSATS INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY PK 21.4 37.6 34.6 1.3 19.7 61.2 99.2 6.2 6.6 1.9 2.5 35.6

152= 146= AJOU UNIVERSITY KR 15.7 16.3 66.1 43.8 47.6 71.2 47.9 24.9 30.4 47.0 41.5 35.4

152= 167 INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY 
(UDCT), MUMBAI IN 9.2 22.4 14.7 93.6 100.0 92.6 69.9 2.0 35.4

154 151= CHUNGNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 25.0 20.8 48.6 65.9 46.2 45.6 61.4 23.4 21.7 7.7 18.7 35.3
155 161 YOKOHAMA NATIONAL UNIVERSITY JP 25.9 31.4 40.1 9.0 45.0 34.8 66.9 35.1 45.6 37.9 24.1 35.2

156= 155 DE LA SALLE UNIVERSITY PH 38.5 57.0 11.7 1.0 16.1 20.6 64.2 9.2 13.7 6.5 6.1 35.1
156= 132 OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY JP 20.9 12.3 81.9 46.0 41.1 53.7 64.3 23.5 29.5 35.1
156= 141= YEUNGNAM UNIVERSITY KR 17.6 11.4 26.3 52.4 44.4 84.8 58.6 60.9 33.1 23.5 82.4 35.1
159 153= HUNAN UNIVERSITY CN 18.0 5.9 21.4 64.8 65.6 98.2 72.9 20.4 14.4 9.4 25.2 34.8

160= 145 CHINA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY CN 21.9 6.3 37.8 71.6 78.5 61.8 78.3 13.4 5.7 1.3 11.8 34.6
160= 148= KHON KAEN UNIVERSITY TH 35.3 25.3 13.8 43.4 18.2 33.5 71.7 38.7 12.4 47.7 30.8 34.6
162 141= KUMAMOTO UNIVERSITY JP 18.6 7.0 91.0 14.2 34.7 48.7 76.2 24.3 18.9 60.1 4.7 34.4
163 166 KAOHSIUNG MEDICAL UNIVERSITY TW 12.8 14.0 57.7 54.8 55.2 63.7 54.8 26.5 41.7 14.9 53.5 33.9
164 181= CHINA UNIVERSITY OF GEOSCIENCES CN 12.2 3.9 77.2 2.0 57.6 68.9 93.5 4.0 15.7 11.7 35.7 33.7
165 156= CHANG GUNG UNIVERSITY TW 11.9 14.8 72.5 48.4 88.1 70.7 42.1 10.2 24.9 3.8 2.2 33.6
166 173 NATIONAL CHUNG CHENG UNIVERSITY TW 23.8 25.9 28.1 85.6 43.7 54.0 24.7 4.0 25.1 69.5 35.3 33.5
167 159 THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF KOREA KR 13.8 6.0 99.1 90.1 39.3 70.4 17.6 8.5 17.4 19.2 44.4 33.4

168 146= PAKISTAN INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING AND 
APPLIED SCIENCES (PIEAS) PK 15.6 15.0 99.6 22.9 76.5 65.2 33.5 6.8 33.3

169 169 ANNA UNIVERSITY IN 17.4 35.1 9.6 50.8 95.7 41.2 74.3 1.3 5.0 1.8 1.9 33.0
170 175= MULTIMEDIA UNIVERSITY (MMU) MY 20.2 41.5 25.4 1.7 28.1 28.4 41.7 57.2 75.3 98.9 42.8 32.9

171= 199= AIRLANGGA UNIVERSITY ID 41.8 52.0 43.7 1.0 2.8 4.0 19.4 31.0 8.2 22.4 28.1 32.8

171= 185 NANJING UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CN 11.7 5.8 35.7 89.5 76.1 63.0 60.3 22.8 16.5 27.2 63.5 32.8

171= 171= UNIVERSITY OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 
(UET) LAHORE PK 19.5 58.8 25.7 1.0 11.1 36.4 66.0 2.8 37.0 1.0 1.5 32.8

174 171= UNIVERSITY OF ELECTRONIC SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY OF CHINA CN 13.1 8.5 41.8 31.0 77.4 46.1 79.7 63.2 6.8 1.6 97.5 32.7

175 180 BIRLA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AND 
SCIENCE IN 18.2 32.5 13.9 60.8 48.8 56.0 63.9 1.9 8.7 11.8 15.1 32.4

176 240 SHENZHEN UNIVERSITY CN 13.7 4.4 61.0 39.3 21.8 77.6 81.1 42.9 5.0 6.0 12.3 32.3
177= 156= BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY IN 23.4 18.3 24.3 52.6 33.6 61.1 76.0 3.3 7.8 32.1
177= 187 UNIVERSITY OF MUMBAI IN 26.4 61.6 7.9 1.1 20.7 71.2 20.4 5.4 2.1 32.1
179= 271-280 MANAGEMENT AND SCIENCE UNIVERSITY MY 23.9 39.4 48.7 1.0 1.9 13.8 10.4 94.4 88.8 81.0 88.8 32.0
179= 162 UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS PH 29.9 46.4 21.8 1.0 2.2 14.6 20.8 78.2 28.2 84.9 98.9 32.0
181= 181= CHONGQING UNIVERSITY CN 18.2 7.2 24.7 28.3 77.5 65.6 88.6 19.6 6.5 5.0 12.6 31.8
181= 160 OSAKA PREFECTURE UNIVERSITY JP 12.9 16.1 69.3 38.1 57.0 53.2 59.8 15.3 12.4 13.2 3.5 31.8
181= 165 SOPHIA UNIVERSITY JP 26.7 38.1 19.8 2.7 17.7 21.6 34.5 83.6 72.2 73.4 48.7 31.8
181= 188= UNIVERSITI TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN (UTAR) MY 18.9 53.6 23.5 1.2 12.3 42.9 48.2 41.8 6.5 31.1 25.4 31.8
185 168 LANZHOU UNIVERSITY CN 17.9 3.4 32.8 5.6 48.4 97.3 86.7 8.6 5.7 3.4 6.1 31.7

186 181= BEIJING UNIVERSITY OF CHEMICAL 
TECHNOLOGY CN 14.9 6.5 63.8 1.0 45.4 99.1 49.8 3.7 6.8 21.1 26.7 31.5

187 194 NATIONAL TAIWAN OCEAN UNIVERSITY TW 13.3 8.7 25.7 96.8 56.3 42.4 60.3 23.1 37.5 84.2 37.1 31.4
188= 186 BEIJING UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY CN 23.8 19.1 52.7 29.6 60.0 38.2 44.9 14.5 16.6 15.3 14.9 31.2
188= 197 CENTRAL SOUTH UNIVERSITY CN 16.4 8.0 18.0 12.9 95.1 67.6 77.5 49.3 8.8 2.2 34.1 31.2

188= 241= INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY INDORE 
(IIT INDORE) IN 7.9 9.0 71.9 100.0 94.3 64.5 26.4 3.7 8.9 4.1 31.2

191 237 SAVITRIBAI PHULE PUNE UNIVERSITY IN 21.7 29.7 41.5 33.4 40.3 33.3 65.1 1.4 12.8 31.1
192= 178= FENG CHIA UNIVERSITY TW 16.8 21.1 9.8 70.7 42.2 44.6 60.1 15.2 48.4 73.2 23.7 31.0
192= 177 JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA, NEW DELHI IN 14.9 14.8 52.4 79.5 28.4 62.6 46.2 14.6 14.4 15.5 12.4 31.0
194 232= SUNWAY UNIVERSITY MY 13.6 52.8 39.9 1.1 11.6 25.5 31.1 86.2 69.3 19.8 17.1 30.4

195= 234= UNIVERSITI TENAGA NASIONAL (UNITEN) MY 18.9 34.6 32.6 2.0 34.3 38.4 30.0 47.8 51.3 35.1 71.0 30.3
195= 193 UNIVERSITY OF THE PUNJAB PK 29.7 49.9 6.0 1.2 27.4 27.2 55.8 12.2 3.3 1.7 3.0 30.3
197 192 CHUNG YUAN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY TW 12.3 12.2 9.1 49.5 45.2 75.1 60.3 14.1 43.8 99.3 11.6 30.2

198= 170 NIIGATA UNIVERSITY JP 13.5 6.0 88.9 16.9 21.8 50.3 61.7 16.2 14.3 43.3 6.5 29.9

198= 229= SEPULUH NOPEMBER INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY ID 23.8 37.8 36.9 1.0 12.7 4.3 26.1 83.6 19.7 84.8 100.0 29.9

198= 174 UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA LK 20.2 29.9 25.9 1.9 7.3 57.4 82.0 1.1 5.9 1.4 29.9



C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

190812 210*297 ≪—±πø〈±πæ�￥�≪–±≥ QS±§∞� 2.pdf   1   2019. 8. 13.   오전 10:06



QS World University Rankings Asia Region 2020  47

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

H
on

g 
Ko

ng
 S

AR
 |

 2
6.

7%

So
ut

h 
Ko

re
a 

| 
6.

6%

M
ac

au
 S

AR
 |

 5
9.

7%

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
| 

24
.4

%

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 |

 2
.6

%

M
al

ay
si

a 
| 

16
.4

%

Th
ai

la
nd

 |
 2

.1
%

Br
un

ei
 |

 1
6.

2%

Ta
iw

an
 |

 8
.0

%

Ja
pa

n 
| 

5.
7%

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS - TOP 10 LOCATIONS

YEAR ON YEAR
INCREASE

6.7%

YEAR ON YEAR
INCREASE

3.9%

44,457
IN TOP 100

65,224
IN TOP 500

478,889
IN TOP 500

Taiwan | 5.5%

South Korea | 5.9%

Singapore | 65.4%

Malaysia | 12.6%

Macau SAR | 81.2%

Japan | 7.1%

Indonesia | 8.6%

Hong Kong SAR | 54.1%

China (mainland) | 7.0%

Brunei | 50.3%

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY
TOP 10 LOCATIONS

2019 2020
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS RATIO - TOP 500 INSTITUTIONS
The histogram presents the number of institutions falling into each ratio range.

2019
2020

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY

Macau SAR, Hong Kong SAR and Singapore lead in the international metrics, showcasing the strength as
regional higher education hubs.
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201= 195= AGA KHAN UNIVERSITY PK 10.6 8.5 100.0 1.0 22.4 84.3 42.5 7.7 6.8 29.7

201= 198 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
HYDERABAD IN 11.6 8.4 57.6 100.0 84.9 58.3 30.3 2.6 29.7

201= 201= THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKUSHIMA JP 13.4 3.8 70.9 78.0 46.6 27.6 72.4 11.2 13.0 10.8 4.5 29.7
204 203= WUHAN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY CN 17.1 6.9 25.3 9.4 38.8 79.9 84.4 13.6 13.7 2.9 12.1 29.5
205 219 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ROPAR IN 2.1 77.0 100.0 61.9 91.1 29.2 5.8 1.2 2.7 5.0 29.4
206 222 CHUNGBUK NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 11.3 8.1 38.8 94.6 37.3 36.2 76.4 22.9 35.5 8.5 10.6 29.3

207= 175= BANGLADESH UNIVERSITY OF ENGINEERING 
AND TECHNOLOGY BD 24.3 54.9 23.5 11.0 40.3 19.4 34.6 1.9 29.2

207= 203= KYUSHU INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY JP 15.0 10.3 22.3 96.6 87.0 31.3 55.1 48.1 20.5 11.2 1.2 29.2

207= 195= NANJING UNIVERSITY OF AERONAUTICS AND 
ASTRONAUTICS CN 10.8 8.7 26.9 68.1 81.7 44.9 53.1 23.6 17.5 14.6 91.6 29.2

207= 291-300 TON DUC THANG UNIVERSITY VN 9.8 18.4 15.8 1.0 7.3 65.5 79.4 78.4 6.2 84.5 49.7 29.2
211= 201= UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA PERLIS (UNIMAP) MY 18.6 13.0 69.4 1.2 39.9 12.4 76.4 11.0 55.6 22.2 7.5 29.1
211= 206 UNIVERSITY OF MALAYSIA SABAH (UMS) MY 30.8 26.9 14.0 6.3 17.1 26.6 53.7 66.2 19.6 38.3 6.9 29.1
213= 209= GYEONGSANG NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 8.6 4.2 38.5 90.3 43.7 63.2 66.9 31.6 13.9 4.4 7.7 29.0
213= 227= NANJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY CN 11.1 2.8 32.6 26.1 21.0 88.4 82.1 11.2 30.6 4.1 29.5 29.0
215= 301-350 KANGWON NATIONAL UNIVERSITY KR 9.4 6.4 23.8 70.7 35.3 58.6 75.2 18.7 26.4 35.4 37.5 28.7
215= 209= SHINSHU UNIVERSITY JP 11.8 6.6 52.8 1.4 42.9 64.2 79.1 27.8 13.9 9.5 6.7 28.7
215= 218 TEZPUR UNIVERSITY, TEZPUR IN 6.0 3.0 29.9 90.1 72.2 88.8 36.0 33.6 4.8 16.4 29.0 28.7
218= 203= INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY JP 11.1 22.4 40.0 14.4 7.3 55.5 15.1 99.5 31.5 94.5 85.7 28.3
218= 249 JIANGNAN UNIVERSITY CN 9.6 16.1 30.2 5.4 60.4 68.8 75.8 6.0 6.2 3.2 17.9 28.3

218= 211= NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
TIRUCHIRAPPALLI IN 9.2 11.8 27.4 31.3 79.3 75.4 56.2 48.0 28.3

218= 216= SHIMANE UNIVERSITY JP 4.9 2.1 88.6 20.9 41.3 61.1 68.9 15.1 12.9 6.4 1.3 28.3
222 216= ALAGAPPA UNIVERSITY, KARAIKUDI IN 3.3 4.4 81.7 84.9 42.7 87.8 23.6 2.4 28.2
223 211= YOKOHAMA CITY UNIVERSITY JP 16.9 7.9 100.0 1.8 23.3 68.1 19.2 13.3 9.4 6.2 4.6 28.0
224 271-280 JIANGSU UNIVERSITY CN 6.4 3.2 81.5 1.4 30.7 71.1 62.1 17.3 37.3 1.4 6.2 27.8

225= 215 NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
ROURKELA IN 7.0 9.8 14.8 100.0 98.1 61.7 49.7 22.4 27.7

225= 238= NORTHWEST UNIVERSITY (CHINA) CN 13.3 3.2 64.0 7.6 28.5 80.0 48.3 14.7 11.6 2.3 28.8 27.7

227 251-260 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
BHUBANESWAR (IIT BBS) IN 6.8 9.0 45.9 100.0 88.0 73.5 14.8 11.3 3.4 27.6

228= 281-290 VELLORE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (VIT) IN 18.1 25.3 21.6 11.7 48.7 19.6 77.9 37.4 8.3 3.2 7.0 27.4
228= 250= XI’AN JIAOTONG-LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY CN 13.7 7.8 19.9 9.9 13.9 62.3 54.7 100.0 30.1 19.8 100.0 27.4
230 238= DOSHISHA UNIVERSITY JP 23.8 36.7 11.4 7.3 13.1 14.0 55.1 60.2 19.7 31.8 14.5 27.3

231 211= CENTRAL CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY (F.K.A. 
HUAZHONG NORMAL UNIVERSITY) CN 6.5 3.7 17.5 33.6 24.1 99.6 74.8 19.6 22.2 2.8 23.6 27.0

232 208 KOOKMIN UNIVERSITY KR 10.5 10.0 34.6 24.1 16.0 63.2 26.0 23.5 82.6 83.4 74.5 26.7

233 229= MACAU UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY MO 10.9 9.7 9.4 26.6 26.5 78.5 39.0 100.0 100.0 6.9 11.5 26.6

234= 251-260 BINA NUSANTARA UNIVERSITY (BINUS) ID 20.4 37.5 33.1 1.0 10.3 1.4 20.8 51.5 12.6 86.9 99.4 26.5
234= 223 KAGOSHIMA UNIVERSITY JP 11.2 6.7 85.6 17.4 23.5 27.1 67.0 16.3 15.0 14.5 4.3 26.5

236= 261-270 INDIAN SCHOOL OF MINES (ISM) UNIVERSITY, 
DHANBAD IN 6.9 4.8 9.3 100.0 98.0 44.1 65.2 2.0 8.2 33.8 26.4

236= 225 PADJADJARAN UNIVERSITY ID 27.0 40.6 50.6 1.0 3.4 6.0 28.5 9.1 4.7 12.7 8.8 26.4
238 227= NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY (CHINA) CN 11.1 5.1 17.5 46.4 79.4 28.8 65.6 83.1 10.1 43.5 22.1 26.3

239= 224 DONGHUA UNIVERSITY CN 8.0 3.3 14.1 7.1 65.8 92.6 53.3 8.8 46.8 12.5 42.0 26.0
239= 261-270 MANIPAL ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN 18.3 18.1 66.3 1.0 14.0 12.8 54.7 4.1 37.8 10.4 35.1 26.0
239= 251-260 UNIVERSITY OF KARACHI PK 29.6 25.4 2.5 2.7 23.3 19.7 74.7 18.2 1.9 26.0
242 401-450 NAGAOKA UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY JP 5.8 2.6 35.2 95.3 95.2 20.6 37.8 29.5 68.9 16.5 52.9 25.9

243= 251-260 GIFU UNIVERSITY JP 10.8 4.7 88.5 8.5 36.8 37.7 48.7 16.7 22.3 8.7 6.8 25.8
243= 291-300 HARBIN ENGINEERING UNIVERSITY CN 11.4 5.6 41.3 12.8 59.9 40.7 62.5 33.1 19.1 39.8 13.0 25.8
243= 250= TOKAI UNIVERSITY JP 27.7 18.3 26.2 1.8 17.7 28.1 57.6 24.4 13.4 3.5 5.2 25.8
243= 236 UNIVERSITI MALAYSIA SARAWAK (UNIMAS) MY 28.4 23.5 18.3 3.3 13.2 21.2 35.7 83.5 25.4 22.9 15.6 25.8
243= 291-300 UNIVERSITI MALAYSIA TERENGGANU (UMT) MY 18.1 14.3 19.3 63.4 30.1 15.7 66.1 28.7 13.7 39.8 7.5 25.8
248= 301-350 CHINA UNIVERSITY OF PETROLEUM CN 10.6 4.7 19.5 77.2 97.5 42.1 37.6 14.7 65.2 15.2 25.7
248= 207 SRI VENKATESWARA UNIVERSITY IN 5.2 5.7 35.7 72.9 42.2 64.2 24.3 1.5 75.5 95.5 25.7
250 261-270 RIKKYO UNIVERSITY JP 12.5 21.2 27.9 1.0 6.0 84.9 23.5 52.7 17.4 37.4 18.3 25.6
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Research Metrics

For the 2020 edition of the QS ASIA University Rankings over 4 million papers and 31 million citations indexed
by Scopus were analysed. Globally, the research output is increasing, with the average institution producing
over 4,800 publications, 10.6% more than in the previous edition. This increase has been more intensively felt
in citations, with an average positive shift of almost 23% year on year.

SCE = Self-Citations Excluded
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After a year of unprecedented churn in QS’s 

Asia ranking, the continent’s universities 

have settled into a much more stable state. 

Only one of the top 50 universities has 

moved more than six places and half are 

within single place of the position they 

occupied last year. Zhejiang University is 

the exception, moving up seven places 

to rank sixth in Asia.

Singapore is the big winner in the 2020 

ranking, however, claiming the top two 

places. The National University of Singapore 

(NUS) retains its region-leading status, and 

Nanyang Technological University (NTU) has 

overtaken the University of Hong Kong (HKU) 

to become its closest challenger. 

China’s universities have maintained their 

recent progress, with six more new Chinese 

entrants this year.  Almost 120 of the 550 

ranked universities are Chinese, including 

four of the top seven. Most have maintained 

or improved their positions since last year. 

This represents considerable Chinese 

progress: in 2016, only 1 Chinese university 

ranked among the top ten. 

The 11th Asian ranking is the largest yet, with 

550 universities. A total of 836 universities 

were evaluated, and there was an increase of 

almost 15% in the number of core data points 

included in the exercise. This is a testament 

to QS’s commitment to ensuring that our 

university performance evaluations are as 

thorough and robust as possible.

A total of 18 countries, territories, and 

autonomous regions are represented, with 

Mongolia represented in the ranking for the 

first time. The exercise enables universities 

and territories that do not feature in the QS 

World University Rankings (WUR) to enjoy 

their moment in the spotlight.

Trends: QS World University  
Rankings® Asia Region 2020

John O’leary 
Editor 
The Times and Sunday Times Good University Guide.





QS World University Rankings Asia Region 2020  57

The methodologies for QS’s regional rankings 

differ from that used for our overall QS 

World University Rankings exercise. For 

Asian universities, we also measure the 

proportion of staff with a PhD, the number 

of citations per paper and the number of 

papers per faculty member, as well as figures 

for the international research network and 

the numbers of inbound and outbound 

exchanges. The top two have swapped 

positions for the regional ranking but four 

of the top five are common to both lists. The 

exception is the University of Tokyo, which is 

now outside the top 10 in the Asian ranking.

Tokyo remains the leading university in 

Asia according to the academic faculty we 

survey for this ranking, however: it is rated 

just ahead of NUS. Employers rate Peking 

University’s graduates most highly, with 

Tsinghua’s close behind. The University of 

Malaya has the most diverse international 

research network in the continent, 

overtaking the two leading Singapore 

universities on this measure.

Malaysia’s universities have continued their 

noteworthy progress in this instalment, 

doing particularly well in the reputational 

indicators, the international research network 

indicator, and internationalisation metrics. 

The five Malaysian universities in Asia’s top 

50 have all risen since last year and there are 

now almost 30 in the ranking as a whole.

On a much smaller scale, Brunei’s two 

representatives have made spectacular 

progress this year. Universiti Brunei 

Darussalam is up 14 places to 86th and 

Universiti Teknologi Brunei up no fewer than 

44 places: it now ranks joint-137th.

The global rise of Asian universities has been 

anticipated for several years, as the region’s 

governments have increased their investment 

in higher education and research. Almost 

one-third of the 1,000 institutions in the 2020 

QS World University Rankings were from the 

continent, including 10 of the top 40.

University of Tokyo (pictured) 
remains the leading 

university in Asia according 
to the academic faculty we 

survey for this ranking.
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Japan had two universities in that leading 

group, but the country has endured another 

stagnant year in the Asian ranking. Although 

it has eight universities in the top 30 and 87 

in the ranking as a whole, the majority have 

dropped since last year. Relative regression in 

the research indicators, compared with other 

Asian universities, is largely responsible for 

this indifferent performance.

Taiwan’s highest-ranked institutions have 

had a successful year, with consistent 

performances across all indicators. They 

have enjoyed particular improvement 

in reputational indicators, especially 

from employers, with a dozen Taiwanese 

institutions among the top 100.

India has had a mixed year, having only 

recently embraced rankings. Twenty of the 

country’s institutions appear in the Asian 

ranking for the first time, with 96 included 

in total, but India’s top 10 institutions 

have all dropped and none feature among 

the continent’s top 30.

South Korea, with a much smaller population, 

has seven universities in the top 30, although 

only Seoul National University makes the 

top 10 this year. The country has over 

70 institutions in the expanded ranking, 

including 16 new entrants – an impressive 

number considering that there were 13 

Korean newcomers last year. 

The regional rankings also allow universities 

that do not appear in the world rankings 

to compare themselves with their peers. 

The expanded Asian ranking has given this 

opportunity to 50 more universities.
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When the QS World University Rankings first 

emerged in 2004 it responded to an urgent 

need: providing a rapidly-growing contingent 

of internationally mobile students with a way 

to form concrete comparisons of university 

standards across borders.  

Yet rankings have their limitations.  For one 

thing, the leading universities in the QS World 

University Rankings constitute some 5% of 

higher education institutions worldwide. 

Rankings are consistently led by elite, 

research-intensive institutions with a global 

reach. But there are thousands of universities 

whose strengths lie elsewhere, like the quality 

of teaching, high employability rates, a truly 

international campus, excellent facilities, 

or a commitment to social responsibility.  

These are some of the diverse aspects of a 

university’s mission that are not necessarily 

captured by international rankings. So how 

can such universities receive recognition for 

the areas in which they excel?  

The answer is QS Stars, a rating system which 

exists to give students a way of forming 

a more comprehensive comparison of 

universities than can be achieved by looking 

at rankings alone. QS Stars is an opt-in 

ratings system, and an unlimited number 

of universities can participate – high-profile 

institutions that already feature prominently 

in rankings, as well as lesser-known 

universities which nonetheless offer excellent 

services in other areas.  

What is QS Stars?

QS Stars is an evaluation system that 

assesses universities worldwide using a rating 

method.  Universities are assessed in at least 

eight out of thirteen categories and awarded 

an overall rating of 1 to 5+ Stars, as well as 

a Star rating in each category, depending on 

their performance in the evaluation. 

QS Stars: Helping prospective  
students find their perfect fit 



The things we 
do here make  
a difference  
out there.
Our researchers are developing solutions to some of the most 
pressing problems facing the world today. We are renowned 
for the work we do in our core areas of ageing and health, 
cities, culture and creative arts, data, and energy.

From Newcastle. For the world.
ncl.ac.uk/from

WURS_Newcastle uni ad.indd   16 04/10/2018   14:37NUqs_ad_a4.indd   1 17/04/2019   09:07
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Which universities use QS Stars? 

QS Stars is an opt-in system, meaning 

participating universities choose to undergo 

a comprehensive audit conducted by the 

QS Intelligence Unit.  Since the system 

was launched in 2010, more than 475 

institutions have participated in the QS 

Stars rating process. 

Institutions range from world-leading 

universities to newer, less internationally 

established universities in less mature 

higher education systems, who nonetheless 

seek to benefit from the benchmarking and 

evaluation opportunity provided. 

With new universities opting into the system 

on a weekly basis, the list of QS Stars 

institutions is continually growing. 

Universities are evaluated in several criteria 

in at least eight of the following categories: 

�� Teaching

�� Employability

�� Internationalization

�� Research

�� Academic Development

�� Facilities

�� Online Learning

�� Subject Ranking

�� Program Strength

�� Arts & Culture

�� Innovation

�� Social Responsibility

�� Inclusiveness

Each category has its own indicators  

and weightings.  

QS Stars by the NumbersQS Stars - Testimonials
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The year QS Stars  
was launched
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Average number 
of new QS Stars 
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inception

The proportion 
of Latin American 

countries that have 
had at least one QS 
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From Newcastle. For the world.
ncl.ac.uk/from

WURS_Newcastle uni ad.indd   16 04/10/2018   14:37NUqs_ad_a4.indd   1 17/04/2019   09:07



70  QS World University Rankings Asia Region 2020

“QS Stars have been very useful to find areas 

of opportunity inside our university, as well as to improve the services we offer to 

the students. It has helped Tecnologico de Monterrey increasing the recruitment of 

international students, and developing relations with international universities as well 

as sharing our experiences with them. The QS Stars Development RoadMap has also 

allows us to know our strengths, identify our weaknesses, and work on both on our 

yearly planning process”.

Francisco Javier Cantú  
Director of Research at Tecnólogico de Monterrey 

“QS Stars has illuminated a plethora of activities that we need to review in order to 

retain our place in the top 100. We found that the exercise of going through the Stars 

is very useful in helping us to identify gaps in the information we have, and find 

ways of obtaining it” 

Pamela Moss 
Director of Planning at the University of Auckland 









74  QS World University Rankings Asia Region 2020





PD-943_StarsAdvert_01.indd   1 13/02/2019   16:46



PD-943_StarsAdvert_01.indd   1 13/02/2019   16:46



Powered by:

Data & analytics in 
higher education

Learn the best tools and practices 

to manage your data towards 

increasing effi  ciencies and improving  

processes within your university 

and business schools.

Early-bird tickets available now

Learn the best tools and practices 

increasing effi  ciencies and improving  

processes within your university 

QS Rankings Summit

Taking place on June 12th, this is a 

unique one-day seminar in which 

industry experts will provide insights 

on how to maximize your institution’s 

potential, measured by the QS 

methodologies used to create the QS 

World University Rankings.

and business schools.

Early-bird tickets available nowEarly-bird tickets available now

methodologies used to create the QS 

World University Rankings.

Powered by:

Early-bird tickets available now

methodologies used to create the QS 

World University Rankings.

 June 10th - 11th, 2020�       

� Delegates Dining Room at The United Nations. New York, United States

Secure your place at
www.edudatasummit.com

More information
www.edudatasummit.com



Powered by:

Data & analytics in 
higher education

Learn the best tools and practices 

to manage your data towards 

increasing effi  ciencies and improving  

processes within your university 

and business schools.

Early-bird tickets available now

Learn the best tools and practices 

increasing effi  ciencies and improving  

processes within your university 

QS Rankings Summit

Taking place on June 12th, this is a 

unique one-day seminar in which 

industry experts will provide insights 

on how to maximize your institution’s 

potential, measured by the QS 

methodologies used to create the QS 

World University Rankings.

and business schools.

Early-bird tickets available nowEarly-bird tickets available now

methodologies used to create the QS 

World University Rankings.

Powered by:

Early-bird tickets available now

methodologies used to create the QS 

World University Rankings.

 June 10th - 11th, 2020�       

� Delegates Dining Room at The United Nations. New York, United States

Secure your place at
www.edudatasummit.com

More information
www.edudatasummit.com



qub.ac.uk

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE  
THROUGH OUR 
IMPACT IN THE 
WORLD

QS AD 051018.indd   1 14/06/2019   15:30


